
 

                                                                                       

Cormorant II ï 8 Days A 
Central, Southern, Eastern and Northern  

 

A beautiful new luxury catamaran purpose built for Galapagos and launched in 2023 
with a sleek design, lots of deck space and exceptional levels of personalised service 
with 12 crew members plus cruise director to look after up to 16 guests on board.   A 
particularly spacious and comfortable yacht with 9 beautifully styled suites each with 
expansive ocean view windows and private balconies with twin or king-sized beds.    

 
One of the best 8-day itineraries possibleï as it includes both Genovesa and 
Española, the remote outpost islands for seabirds. An excellent mix of islands 

allowing you to see a wide selection of Galapagos wildlife, fascinating scenery, with 
superb snorkelling opportunities especially with sea lions. 

 

 



 

Day 1       Arrive Baltra  
 
Upon arrival to Baltra, once you have cleared the Galapagos migration controls and 
paid your US$200 Galapagos National Park entrance fee and collected your luggage, 
you will be met by the team from the Cormorant II and taken to the yacht where you 
will check into your cabin and have some time to settle in before you set off 
navigating to your first visitor site.  
 
Over the next remarkable 8 days you will visit the following islands and visitor sites:  

Santa Cruz - Bachas Beach   

A beautiful white sandy beach punctuated by lava formations. The wonderfully soft 
sand here makes it a favourite site for nesting Sea Turtles. Here you will also see 
White Mangroves, one of the four mangrove species found in the Galapagos. There 
is a small coastal lagoon behind the sand dunes where Flamingos, Stilts, Pintail 
ducks and other water birds are regularly seen. 

Activities: Walking along the beach, swimming, snorkelling. Difficulty: Easy 
Type of Landing: Wet landing 
Highlights & Animals: World War II remnants, Sally Lightfoot Crabs, Hermit Crabs, 
Black-necked Stilts, Whimbrels, Flamingos, Sea Turtles 

     

 



Day 2  Genovesa (Tower)  

A highlight of any visit to the Galapagos, an absolutely beautiful island thanks to the 
richness of its birdlife. Located in the northeast portion of Galapagos, the island is an 
outpost for many seabirds (as is Española in the South). Interestingly there are no 
land reptiles here and only small Marine Iguanas, due to direction of ocean currents 
which would not have carried terrestrial animals here. You will visit the following 
sites. 

 

El Barranco or Prince Philipôs Steps 

The tour begins with a great dinghy ride along the base of the cliffs where you see 
Red-billed Tropicbirds trying to make a precise landing in their nest. Squadrons of 
Frigatebirds are seen flying back and forth, whilst Red-footed Boobies perch on 
branches of Palo Santo trees which seem to grow out of the cliffs. Once you arrive on 
land and climb to the cliff-top, you enter an area where nesting Nazca Boobies and 
Great Frigatebirds are found. It is also a wonderful place to see Galapagos Doves 
and Vampire Finches (Sharp-beaked Ground finches) éask your guide for the full 
story on the name! You will also see a large colony of Storm Petrels which attracts 
Short-eared Owls, often observed stalking at these small sea birds, even during the 
day. 

Activities:  Hike (0.9 mi / 1 ½ km) 
Difficulty:  Moderate  
Type of Landing: Dry, difficult landing  
Highlights:  Red-footed Boobies, Great Frigatebirds, Short-eared Owls, Storm 
Petrels, Galapagos Doves, Darwin Finches. 



      

Genovesa - Darwin Bay  

This bay is actually the caldera of an extinct, partially eroded volcano, with the 
surrounding cliffs forming the inner portion of the rim. You will land on a coral beach 
and will immediately be struck by the amount of birdlife. The trail is loaded with Great 
Frigatebirds (mating season from February to May), Red-footed Boobies nesting in 
the mangroves, Swallow-tailed Gulls, Lava Gulls, Yellow-Crowned Night Herons. 
Your trail takes you past a beautiful tide pool area where herons try to catch small 
fish.  

 

Activities: Hike (0.9 mi / 1 ½ km), snorkelling, kayaking & dinghy ride  
Difficulty: Easy/moderate  
Type of Landing: Wet landing.  
Highlights: Nazca Boobies, Red- footed Boobies, Great Frigatebirds, Swallow-tailed 
Gulls, mangroves, coral pebbles beach. Snorkelling: rays, colourful reef fish and 
Hammerhead Sharks  

Day 3   South Plaza  

This is the best island for observing Land Iguanas, along with Cactus Finches, 
tropicbirds, and sea lions. One of your first stops will be through a small ñforestò of 
Prickly Pear Cactus. The walk along the sea cliffs is a wonderful experience, with 
Galapagos Shearwaters and Red-billed Tropicbirds gliding by. Towards the end of 
the walk is a bachelor sea lion colony, with a battle-scared collection of old bulls in 
various states of recuperation or total retirement! 

Activities: Hike (0.8 mi / 1.2 km) 
Difficulty: Moderate  
Type of Landing: Dry landing  



Highlights & Animals:  Land Iguanas, Sea lion colony, Galapagos Shearwaters, 
Swallow-tailed Gulls, Nazca Boobies, amazing landscape with cliffs  

 

Santa Fe   
This is the oldest of the Galapagos islands. Its paradisiacal bay offers great 
possibilities to swim and snorkel in crystal clear waters. A hike inland offers a great 
chance to see a species of Land Iguanas (Conolophus pallidus) which is endemic to 
Santa Fe Island. In the same area you will also see a forest of Giant Prickly Pear 
Cactus. After your visit you can swim and snorkel both inside and outside the bay. 

 

Activities:  Hiking, Snorkel 
Difficulty: Moderate  
Type of Landing: Wet landing  
Highlights:  Santa Fe Land Iguanas, Sea lion colony, Galapagos Hawks, 
Mockingbirds, Giant Prickly Pear Cactus (the tallest in Galapagos). Snorkel: Sea 
lions, Reef Sharks, Parrotfish, Surgeonfish.  

 



 

Day 4    San Cristobal ï Punta Pitt  

Located in the northwest of the island, this is a large, eroded tuff cone with dramatic 
volcanic scenery and is home to a large colony of Sea lions, as well as a few Red-
footed Boobies, Blue-footed Boobies and Nazca Boobies.  

Activities: Uphill hike (0.9 / 1.5 km), dinghy ride, snorkelling, kayaking. 
Difficulty:  Moderate/difficult  
Type of Landing: Wet landing  
Highlights & Animals:  Wonderful landscape, sea lion colony, three possible 
species of Boobies. Snorkel: tropical fish, sea lions.  

       

San Cristobal ï Cerro Brujo This striking eroded tuff cone was one of the first sites 
visited by Charles Darwin. It has a beautiful coral sand beach where you can take a 
leisurely walk (depending on time of year) visited by Brown Pelicans, Blue-footed 
Boobies, and Swallow-tailed Gulls as well as Marine Iguanas and sea lions. The 

beauty of this dramatic area can also be explored from the dinghy, exploring caves, 
and looking for sea birds.  

Activities: Hike along the beach (1 mi / 1.6 km), dinghy ride, snorkelling & kayaking  
Difficulty:  Easy Walk along the beach  
Type of Landing:  Wet landing  
Highlights & Animals: Beautiful rock formations, sea lions, shore birds, land birds: 
finches and mockingbirds, snorkelling: sea lions, nice tropical fish, anemones. 



 

Day 5  San Cristobal - David Rodriguez Breeding Center ñLa Galapagueraò 
 
Located in the south east of San Cristobal, this breeding centre was developed to 
help restore the Giant Tortoise population of the island (which was badly impacted by 
whalers in past centuries) and provides a great chance to some of the wonderful 
conservation work going on in Galapagos as well as see Giant Tortoise hatchlings 
from birth until they are 120 days old with the turtles and taken to their natural 
habitat. 

Activities:  Short hike (less than 0.6 mi / 1 km).  
Difficulty: Easy  
Type of Landing: No landing                                                                         
Highlights: Dry vegetation of lowlands. Giant Tortoises, San Cristobal Mockingbird, 
Darwin Finches 

    
 
San Cristobal - Isla Lobos A perfect place to swim with playful sea lions and 
snorkel. This basalt island outcropping lives up to its name of ñSea Lion Island.ò  As 



well as the sea lion colony on the beach it is also a nesting place for Blue-footed 
Boobies. 

Activities: Hike (0.5 mi / 0.8 km), dinghy ride, snorkelling  
Difficulty:  Short but difficult walk. 
Type of Landing:  Dry landing  
Highlights & Animals: Sea lion colony, shore birds, seasonal nesting frigatebirds, 
Darwin finches. Snorkelling: sea lions, fish.  

 
 
Or San Cristobal Leon Dormido   
 
Sometimes called Kicker Rock, Leon Dormido is a huge rock formation near the 
coast of San Cristobal, an eroded cinder cone with two vertical rocks rising over 150 
meters from the ocean, and a favourite spot for Tropicbirds along with Great and 
Magnificent Frigatebirds. You will visit this site by boat, and it is a great spot for 
snorkelling. 

Activities: Snorkelling & dinghy Ride  
Difficulty: Easy 
Type of Landing: No landing 
Highlights: Deep water snorkelling: Sharks, tropical fish, Turtles, Manta rays, 
Hammerhead shark, spectacular rock formations, sea birds: Blue-footed Boobies, 
Nazca Boobies & Frigatebirds. 

 



     
 
Day 6  Española (Hood) 
 
This island is one of the highlights of any visit to Galapagos. Española is the 
southernmost island in the Galapagos and is also one of the oldest. Numerous sea 
lions are seen here, plus hundreds of Marine Iguanas basking on the rocks. 
Espa¶olaôs Marine Iguanas are unlike other Galapagos Marine Iguanas thanks to 
their bright colouring. 
 
Española is home to thousands of nesting seabirds all year, including Blue-footed 
Boobies, Nazca Boobies, and frigatebirds.  Between late March and December, the 
Waved Albatross, the most spectacular of Galapagos birds, returns to Española by 
the thousands to perform their amazing mating dance and produce the next 
generation. Almost the entire population breeds on this island during this time, and 
they spend the rest of the year at sea.   
 

 
 
Punta Suárez    
 
Regarding the amount of wildlife, this is one of the best trails in the whole islands. 
Despite the difficult terrain, the walk is an absolute marvel, as from the beginning to 
the end you will see massive quantities of sea lions, Marine Iguanas, Blue-footed and 
Nazca Boobies, gulls, Galapagos Hawks and during most of the year, Waved 
Albatross. There are spectacular views of flying birds from the cliffs. 


